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CONEIDENTIAL PARIS 32544 



E.O.: 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, SU, ER 

SUBJ: ERENCH-SOVIET RELATIONS 

REF: A) MOSCOW 15220 

B) PARIS 31998 

C) PARIS 32406 

D) MOSCOW 15571 

1. SUMMARY: WHILE THE FRENCH CONTINUE TO FOLLOW CRITICAL 
ARTICLES IN THE SOVET PRESS WITH CLOSE ATTENTION, THE QUAI SEEMS 
SOMEWHAT RELIEVED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT INSERTED POLEMICS INTO 
RECENT OEFICIAL VISITS. THIS WILL EACE STRONGER TEST, HOWEVER, 

WHEN SOVIET DEPUTY EOREIGN MINISTER KOVALEV ARRIVES HERE IN EARLY 
JANUARY EOR POLITICAL TALKS WITH QUAI DEPUTY POLITICAL DIRECTOR 
ARNAUD. MEANWHILE, SOVIET DCM THINKS HIS AMBASSADOR MAY HAVE 
EORMAL PROPOSAL EOR DATE OE BREZHNEV-POMPIDOU SUMMIT WITH HIM 
WHEN HE RETURNS TO PARIS PROM LEAVE AROUND CHRISTMAS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FRENCH PRESS HAS BEEN GIVING BROAD COVERAGE TO SOVIET 
ARTICLES CRITICAL OF FRENCH EUOPEAN POLICY. IN DISPATCH 
PROM MOSCOW ON DECEMBER 7, COMMUNIST DAILY L'HUMANITE 
PLAYED UP PRAVDA ARTICLE OP PREVIOUS DAY (REFTEL A). NOTING 
THAT EOREIGN MINISTER JOBERT HAD NOT BEEN MENTIONED SPEC- 
IPICALLY, IT NEVERTHELESS CONCLUDED THAT HE HAD CLEARLY BEEN 
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AND HIS NOVEMBER 21 WEU SPEECH WERE BEING CAREEULLY ANALYZED 
IN MOSCOW. THE NEXT DAY, FRENCH MEDIA WERE ABLE TO REPORT 
THAT NEW TIMES HAD IN EEFECT CONFIRMED THE L'HUMANITE ANALYSIS 
IN CRITICIZING JOBERT BY NAME. GOLOCHUBOV'S DECEMBER 13 
CRITICISM IN IZVESTIYA OE EC NINE EEEORTS TO CREATE A ' LITTLE 
EUROPE" WAS EEATURED BY LE MONDE'S MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT 
ON THE 15TH, AND AFP REPORTING ON IZVESTIYA COMMENTARIES OE 
THE 18TH ON THE COPENHAGEN SUMMIT EMPHASIZED POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY THEMES. MEANWHILE, SOVIET REPORTAGE ON THE 
"CANARD ENCHAINE" WIRETAPPING AEEAIR HAS NOT GONE UNNOTICED 
IN THE PARIS PRESS. 

3. ACCORDING TO JEAN BROUSTE, SOVIET DESK OFEICER AT THE QUAI, 
THE ERENCH HAVE BEEN EOLLOWING ALL THIS QUITE CLOSELY AND ARE 
MILDLY RELIEVED THAT THE SOVIET PRESS CAMPAIGN HAS NOT GONE 
EURTHER THAN IT HAS. THEY ARE ALSO GRATIFIED THAT THE VISIT OE 
ERENCH MINISTER OF THE ARMED EORCES GALLEY TO MOSCOW 
DECEMBER 3-11 (REETELS B AND D), AND THAT THE SOVIET TRADE 
MINISTER PATOLICHEVE HERE DECEMBER 5-8 (REETEL C), WERE 

EREE OE POLEMICS WITH SOLE EXCEPTION OF GRECHKO TOAST AT 
BEGINNING OF GALLEY VISIT (REETEL D). HOWEVER, HE EEELS THE 
REAL TEST WILL COME WHEN SOVIET DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
KOVALEV ARRIVES EOR TALKS WITH ARNAUD. KOVALEV IS DUE 
IN PARIS ABOUT JANUARY 10, PRIOR TO THE RECONVENING OE THE CSCE, 
WHERE HE IS HEAD OF THE SOVIET DELEGATION. 

4. AS FOR THE BREZHNEV-POMPIDOU SUMMIT, BOTH THE ERENCH AND 
SOVIETS TELL US THE DATE HAS NOT YET BEEN SET. ON DECEMBER 19, 
SOVIET CHARGE KIZICHENKO TOLD THE DCM THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
CHERVONENKO MAY BRING A FORMAL PROPOSAL WITH HIM WHEN HE 
RETURNS TO PARIS PROM LEAVE IN THE USSR AROUND CHRISTMAS. 

5. AS FAR AS WE CAN DETERMINE, THERE HAS BEEN NO SPECIAL 
FALL-OUT FROM THE DECEMBER 9 PRESS CONPERENCE IN ISLAMABAD 
OP ERENCH STATE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFPAIRS DE LIPKOWSKI 
WHEREIN HE WAS QUOTED AS COMING OUT AGAINST THE SOVIET ASIAN 
COLLECTIVE SECURITY PROPOSAL AND AS HINTING AT ARMS SUPPLIES 
TO PAKISTAN TO COUNTERBALANCE THOSE OF THE SOVIETS TO INDIA. 
HOWEVER, THE SOVIETS HAVE PRESUMABLY ADDED THIS TO THEIR LIST 
OP "GRIEVANCES." 
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6. COMMENT: WHILE BOTH THE ERENCH AND THE SOVIETS HERE SEEM 
TO BE PUTTING THE BEST FACE POSSIBLE ON THE STATE OP THEIR RELATIONS, 
AT LEAST IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH US, THE STRAIN REMAINS ALL 
TOO EVIDENT. AS DE LIPKOWSKI'S REMARKS SHOWED, THE ERENCH 
WILL NOT HESITATE TO TAKE PUBLIC ISSUE WITH MOSCOW, EVEN AT THE 
RISK OP CAUSING FURTHER ANTAGONISM. HOWEVER, THEY CONTINUE TO 
WANT AT LEAST THE SEMBLANCE OF NORMAL RELATIONS TO POSTER THEIR 
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SELF-SOUGHT ROLE AS THE SPOKESMAN FOR EUROPE AND TO HELP KEEP 
THE PCF IN CHECK. AS FOR THE SOVIETS, THEY MAY BE APPREHENSIVE 
THAT BY APPLYING TOO HEAVY A HAND, THEY COULD UNWITTINGLY HELP THE 
FRENCH PLAY MORE EFEECTIVELY ON THE "EUROPEAN SECURITY " 

AND ""CONDOMINIUM " THEMES IN FURTHERING THEIR AMBITIONS IN THE 
EC NINE. THUS, WHILE THE OUTLOOK IS FOR CONTINUED STRAIN, 

PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT BOTH SIDES WILL OPERATE UNDER SOME 
RESTRAINT SO AS NOT TO ALLOW THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO DETERIORATE TOO 
FAR. 

IRWIN 
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